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PSALM cxirv. 15. 


Hare 18 THAT PEOPLE, THAT IS IN SUCH A CASE $ 
YEA, HAPPY IS THAT PEOPLE, WHOSE GOD 18 
THE LORD. 


——ʒͤ̃ —u——— 


| Tins Pſalm, it is ſuppoſed, was written 
by David after his acceſſion to the throne. The 
words before us are immediately connected with 
the preceeding verſes, wherein we have a moſt 
lively deſcription of that ftate of outward peace 
and proſperity, which the royal pſalmiſt moſt 
devoutly wiſhes and prays might be the portion 
of the people of Iſrael, who, by divine providence, 
were placed under his government. After aſcrib- 
ing praiſe to Almighty God, for protecting and 
defending him, when ſurrounded with dangers, 
and crowning him with honour and triumph over 
his enemies, in times paſt, he humbly implores 
the continuance of his gracious aid and patronage ; 
that being delivered from thoſe who might riſe 
up againſt him, and enabled to defeat the miſ- 
chievous devices of all hoſtile oppoſers of his 
government and the welfare of his ſubjects, he 
might have occaſion go mingle joys with — 
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while with inexpreſſible pleaſure he beheld ſuch a 
ſcene of felicity opening and encloſing them 
around, in which (as he diſcribes it) their ſons 
ſhould be as plants, grown up in their youth ; their 
daughters as corner-ſtones poliſhed after the ſimili- 
tude of a palace; their garners full, affording all 

manner of ſtzre ; their ſheep bring forth thouſands 
and ten thouſands ; their oxen be ſtrong to labour ; 
and in which there hu be no breaking in, nor go- 
ing out, and no complaining, or no grounds of com- 
plaint, as is undoubtedly his meaning. 


Tur caſe of the children of Iſrael was often 
very ſimilar to the caſe juſt deſcribed. For though 
in conſequence of their perverſeneſs and folly, and 
their frequent lapſes into idolatry and diſobedience 
to the laws of God, their rightful Sovereign, they 
were ſometimes involved in troubles and diſtreſſ- 
ing calamities ; yet, under the aufpicious ſmiles 
of providence, they often realized the greateſt 
national happineſs, and had joyful experience of 
the bleſſings of public peace and tranquillity, 
amidſt a profuſion of all kinds of temporal delights 
and fruitions, calculated to afford as great degrees 
of comfort, pleaſure and ſatisfaction, as the con- 
dition of human nature, in this ſtate of mortality, 
and the conſtitution of things, in theſe ſublunary 
climes, will admit. God having choſen them for 
his peculiar people, was pleaſed to raiſe them to 
diſtmguiſhed eminence above other nations, in 
regard to privileges and benefits, both of a ſecular 
and religious nature ; making them acquainted 
with his perfections, and inſtructing them in their 
duty, by ſpecial and extraordinary communica— 
tions; frequently appearing for their protection 
and deliverance, in times of danger and calamity, 
by ſignal interpoſitions of his power, and by the 
liberal diffuſion of the bounties of his — 
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love and goodneſs, making ample proviſion fot 
their honour and proſperity, as a nation, and for 
their conſolation and joy, as individuals. So that 
they might, with the greateſt propriety, apply the 
language of the text to themſelves, and ſay, hap- 
py ts that people, that is in ſuch a caſe, yea, happy is 
that people, whoſe God is the Lord ; the Ig, 


Jehovah, the original ſource of all being an 
bleſſedneſs. | 


- 


Ix the ſequel of this diſcourſe, I hope to make 
it evident, that the people of theſe American States, 
may adopt and apply, with equal pertinency, the 
ſame language, For though Abraham be ignorant 
of us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not ; though we 
were never connected with, but have ever been 
conſidered as aliens by the Jewiſh nation, to whom 
(in a ſpecial and peculiar ſenſe) pertained the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the ſervice of God, and the 
promiſes ; yet the ſame Supreme Lord, the ſame 
Omnipotent Jehovah, who was pleaſed anciently 
to make choice of them for his peculiar people, 
and to advance them to diſtinguiſhing 5 
of honour, happineſs and renown, is our God; 
the Deity, to whom we pay our homages and 
adorations ; who hath been pleaſed, in a very re- 
markable manner to befriend us, and hath given 
us, in innumerable inſtances, happy experience of 
his diſcriminating goodneſs and peculiarly pro- 
pitious providence, whereby we have been exalted 
far above the generality of the nations of the earth, 
in regard both to civil and religious privileges and 
advantages, and are at this very day, in circum- 
ſtances of the greateſt temporal proſperity, and in 
the. full enjoyment of the beſt means for promot- 
ing our comfort and welfare in this world, and 
ſecuring the grand intereſt of our bcing, in the 
world to come. And, | 
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Ir behoves us, at all times, to cultivate an 
adoring reverential ſenſe of the univerſal provi. 
dence of the Great Jehovah, who not only regu- 
lates the wide expanſe of heaven, but preſides 
among the nations of the earth, giving the king. 
arms of this world to whom he pleaſes, and ordering 
the circumſtances of empires, ſtates, and private 
perſons, in ſuch a manner, as to his infinite wiſ- 
dom appears beſt adapted to anſwer the benevo- 
lent purpoſes of his government. Under the im- 
preſſion of ſuch reverential conceptions of divine 
providence, it does eſpecially behove us, on ſuch 
occaſions as the preſent, to reflect, with thankful 
hearts, on the happy circumſtances of our exiſtence 
and condition in this world ; and by taking a 
careful ſurvey of thoſe diſtinguiſhing bleſſings, 
with which we are ſurrounded, and which are cal- 
culated to promote our well being, and to improve 
the comforts and joys of life, during our preſent 
pilgrimage, to endeavour to work our minds up 
into ſuch a grateful frame, as ſhall be well-pleaſing 
to the great and glorious God, to whom we are 
indebted for our being and benefits. My buſineſs. 
therefore, in the enſuing diſcourſe, will be to aſſiſt 
you in ſuch a pleaſing and noble employment, 
that both your ſouls and mine may be warmed 
with the ardors of grateful affection towards the 
original Source of all good, and be inſpired with 
correſpondent reſolutions of holy obedience to 
God, and compliance with his ſacred requiſitions. 


We have not only reaſon to rejoice, with the 
reſt of our ſpecies, that God hath given us a rank 
in the ſcale of beings, above the fowls of the air 
and beaſts of the field, by induing with reaſon and 
underſtanding, and making us capable of thoſe 
high and noble pleaſures, that low from contem- 


plation and devotion ; but we have alſo abundant 
| occaſlon 
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occaſion to rejoice, on account of ſpecial mercies, 
and to give thanks for the peculiar and diſtinguiſh- 
ing felicity of our ſituation in the world — — 
dition in life, in connection with thoſe agreeable 
and joy ful proſpects into futurity, which evange- 
lical light opens to view, and which ſerve greatly 
to alleviate the cares and aſſuage the ſorrows, una- 
voidably incident to man, in this ſtate of mortality. 


The lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and 
we have a goodly heritage. With the greateſt per- 
tinency may we adopt the language of Moſes, 
when deſcribing the land of Canaan, and apply 
it to the land which God hath given us to inherit, 
and ſay with him, The Lord our God hath brought 
us into a good land ; a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains and depths, that ſpring out of the vallies 
end hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, 
and fig trees, and pomegranates ; a land flowing with 
milk and honey, which drinketh in water of heaven, 
end which the Lord careth for, from the beginning 
of the year even unto the end thereof ; a land in 
which we may eat bread without ſcarceneſs, and 
bave no lack of any good thing. 


SITUATED in happy climes, between the ex- 
tremes of the burning zone and frozen pole, we 
poſſeſs a good land, well calculated to reward in- 
duſtry with food and raiment, and all the neceſſary 
ſupplies of life; in a land, which while it repays 
the labours of the huſbandman with the rich pro- 
ductions of it's own ſoil, is admirably fitted to 
encourage the moſt extenſive trade and commerce, 
on account of the largeneſs of it's ſea-coaſt, and 
the numerous excellent harbours for ſhipping, 
with which it abounds. So that at the ſame time 
that we are receiving the profits of agriculture, 
from a rich and fertile country, we may — 
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ſelves of all the advantages of a commercial inter- 
courſe with all nations, in every quarter of the 
globe ; and from theſe two ſources, we may (if we 
properly attend to and improve them) not only 
furniſh ourſelves with the neceſſaries of life, but 
alſo (as conſtant experience hath hitherto evinced) 
with a vaſt variety of delicacies and pleaſant en- 
joyments, adapted to promote gladneſs of heart 
and good. cheer, and conſequently to lighten the 
burdens, and ſweeten the bitter portions of this 
mortal ſtate. 1 


Bur beſides theſe natural advantages of our 
country, we are a people highly favoured and 
privileged, in other reſpects, and have the greateſt 
reaſon to acknowledge and adore the goodneſs of 
God to us, in the following language of inſpira- 
tion, He hath fhewed his word unto us, together 
with his flatutes and laws ; he hath not dealt ſo with 
any nation ; and as for his judgments, they have not 
known, them. Praiſe ye the Lord. | | 


Our lot is caſt in a land of light and viſion ; 
in a land, which, though leſs than two centuries 
ago, it was ſunk in diſmal ſhades of barbariſm, 
ignorance and awful ſuperſtition, is now illumina- 
ted by the bright beams of ſcience, both civitand 
political, philoſophic and divine. In confequence 
of the ſmiles of Heaven on the pious care of our 
forefathers, who firſt took up their reſidence in 
theſe weſtern climes, and on the concurrence of 
their deſcendants hitherto, who have imitated their 
laudable example, in providing ſchools and plant- 
ing and cultivating ſeminaries of learning, the arts 
and ſciences have been in a flouriſhing ſtate, in 
general, ſrom the firſt ſettlement of the country, 
and have been continually progreſſing towards 
higher and nobler degrecs of improvement; nor 
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can any place be named, on the face of the earth, 
where people of all claſſes, whether rich or poor, 
enjoy better means and advantages for furniſhing 

their minds with wiſdom and knowledge, and 

cultivating thoſe religious and moral principles, 

which are the dignity and felicity of human nature, 

than are generally enjoyed at this preſent day, in 

moſt of theſe American States 


Bur what demands our more particular grate- 
ful acknowledgment, is, that while the greateſt 
part of the world are involved in an awful gloom 
of darkneſs, in reference to religion and eternal 
concernments ; entertaining. the moſt unworthy 
conceptions of the Deity, and falſe notions con- 
cerning the nature, deſtination and true intereſt of 
man, and being without any ſure guide to direct 
them in the ways of peace and happineſs ; we in 
this land, enjoy the glorious light of the goſpel, 
which gives us the cleareſt views of the character 
and perfections of the great and glorious God, 
and; (not w ithſtanding our ſinful revolt from him) 


reaches us how we may worſhip him acceptably 


and ſecure his mercy unto eternal ſalvation. This 


light is unenjoyed by four ſiſths, if not by a larger 


proportion of the world of mankind; and in 
many places, where it is enjoyed, it ſhines but ob- 
ſcurely, through the miſty medium of ſubtil and 
puzzling ſpeculations, falſe gloſſes, human addi- 
tions and refinements, whereby many, who are 
brought up among profeſſed chriſtians are wretch- 
edly deceived and impoſed upon; but it beams 
upon us, With unclouded ſplendor, and every one, 
who is diſpoſed to attend to it and examine, hav- 
ing the bible in his hands, and being favoured with 
all neceſſary means of inſtruction and information, 
may learn, with ſatisfactory aſſurance, how he may 
eſcape the wrath to come, and what be mnſt do ts 
be ſaved. Br 
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By this glorious light we have been initiated 
into the knowledge of chriſtianity ; a moſt excel. 
lent ſyſtem of religion, of divine original ; which- 
however ſlighted and diſparaged by ſneering ſcep- 
tics and infidels, is admirably calculated to en- 
lighten and reform the world; to elevate and exalt 
human nature, by ſtoring it with the beſt prin- 
Ciples and nobleſt motives, and adorning it with 
all moral graces and beauties ; to promote peace 
and good will among men on earth, and to train 
them up for glory, honour and immortality in a 
future ſtate. Perſuaded I am, that whoever will 
attend, with care and impartiality, to the doctrines, 
precepts and ſanctions of the goſpel, will be con- 
vinced that it hath a direct tendency, where it is 
received and embraced in its purity, to meliorate 
the tempers of men; to ſubdue or reſtrain thoſe 
baſe luſts from whence come wars, and which are 
a prolific ſource of miſchief and miſery ; and to 
promote ſuch an interchange of kind benevolent 
offices, as will lay a foundation for the peace and 
harmony of neighbourhoods, ſocieties, and com- 
munities, and give brethren an happy experiment 
of the pleaſuresand ſatisfactions arifing from dwel- 
ling together iu unity. I would juſt add, what 
compleats the excellency of the goſpel, and what 
alſo muſt be obvious to every one tolerably ac- 
quainted with it, that it gives the moſt aſſured hopes 
of God's pardoning mercy, and of a bleſſed im- 
mortality beyond the grave, on condition of re- 
pentance and a purifying faith ; the anticipating 
view of which glorious reward, ſerves to cheer the 
ſoul, and inſpire it with joy and gladneſs, amidft 
all the ſorrows and troubles of this tranſitory world. 


We have therefore the greateſt reaſon to rejoice 
and give thanks for God's diſtinguiſhing goodnels, 
in ordering our birth and education to be How a 
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land, where the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhines, with the 
moſt glorious luſtre ; 2 when we conſider, 
that he hath been pleaſed, in connection with evan- 
gelical light, to ſecure to us the rights of conſci- 
ence and religious liberty, in a much greater de- 
gree, than it is enjoyed in moſt other parts of 
chriſtendom. Exempt from hierarchal tyranny 
and domination, from the uſurped authority and 
juriſdiction of popes and prelates, and from every 
ſpecies of perſecution on account of religion, by 
any power, whether eccleſiaſtic or civil, every one 
is free to worſhip God according to the dictates 
of his conſcience ; and all religious ſets and de- 
nominations ſtand on even ground, and, behaving 
as good members of ſociety, may equally enjoy 
their religious opinions, and without moleſtati on, 
or being expoſed to fines and forfeitures or to any 
temporal diſadvantages, may openly uſe different 
forms and modes of worſhip and devotion, accord 
ing to their reſpective perſuaſions. This being 
the caſe, what good citizen can reaſonably with 
for greater liberty in reference to things pertain- 
ing to religion and conſcience, than 1s enjoyed by 
people at large, of every denomination, profeſſing 
godlineſs, throughout the country. 


SHOULD it be ſaid, that the obliging people, by 
law, to contribute to the ſupport of tbe public 
worſhip of God, and of public teachers of religion 
and morality (as is the caſe in ſome of theſe ſtates) 
is an infringement on the rights of conſcience ; it 
might ſuffice to anſwer, that with equal reaſon it 
may be pleaded, that the obliging thoſe, who are in 
principle oppoſed to war, while excuſed from 
perſonal ſervice, to bear their proportional part of 
the expence, is alſo a violation of the rights of 
conſcience. But to admit the plea of conſcience, 
when urged, in order to excuſe perſons from con- 
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tributit ng, in any way, to the neceſſary defence, ſup. 
port and well-being of the community to which 
they belong, would evidently be inconſiſtent with 
civil union, and terminate in the abolition of ſo- 
ciety; as it would encourage people to ſanctify. 
their ſordid ſelfiſhneſs. and avarice by the ſacred 
name, conſcience, in order to free themſelves from 
a ſhare in the public expences. But in regard to 
the queſtion. before us, let it be particularly ob- 
ſerved, that if it be of importance to the peace, 
order and well-being of ſociety (as it unqueſtion- 
ably is) to believe that there is a God; a ſupreme 
inviſible Power, who made and governs the world, 
to whom all mankind are accountable ; and that 
there is a future ſtate of retribution, wherein every 
man will receive according to his works; if ſuch a 
faith in the being and providence of God, and a 
future ſtate, be of importance for promoting the 
great ends of ſociety, it is allo of importance to 
make proviſion for the prefervation and ſtrength- 
ening ſuch a belief, in all parts of the community; 
which cannot be done, where public worſhip is 
left unprovided for and totally neglected, or where 
religious inſtitutions are diſcarded, or treated by 
public authority with diſregard and indifference, 
as matters of moſt trivial concernment. And 
whereas the advantages derived from the inſtitu- 
tion of public worſhip and public inſtruction in 
religion and good morals, are great, and ſhared 
equally by all denominations of people, in a com- 
munity, ſo the obliging every one to contribute, 
in proportion to his intereſt, in ſupport thereof, is 
a compliance with the plain inftructions_of wiſ- 
dom and prudence, and cannot reaſonably be cen- 
fared as an invaſion of the province of conſcience, 
while all ſocicties enjoy the right of chuſing their 
own teachers, and every one is left at liberty to 
purſue the dictates of his own reaſon and judge 
ment, in regard to particular articles of faith and 
modes of wor ſhip. THERE 
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Turkx are, I believe, very few among us, whe 
have made the above objection ; and thoſe few, 
who have done it, have generally given reafon to 
ſuſpect, that they are either bewildered (though 
perhaps honeſt) enthuſiaſts ;- loſt in the confuſion 
of their own ideas; or elſe, that they wifh to abo- 
liſh religion; with its forms, in order to introduce 
the boaſted age of reaſon, in which. triumphant 
infidelity ſhall diveſt the mind of every moral 
principle, and annihilate all ' ſenſe of religious 
obligation, But whoever, upon the plea of con- 
ſcience, endeavours to abolith religion, or (which 
amounts to the ſame thing) to prevent the mak- 
ing neceſſary proviſion for the preſervation of it 
(not to obſerve that a man void of religion him- 
ſelf, muſt alſo be void of confcience) is a danger- 
ous member of ſociety, and unfit to be truſted 
with any offices of honour and emolument. For 
what dependance can be placed on an unprinci- 
led libertine, who having no fear of God before 
his own eyes, endeavours to baniſh the fear of God 
from the mind of every body elſe ? By what ties 
of conſcience: or plighted honour, or by what 
imaginable moral conſiderations, will ſuch an one 
hold himſelf bound, to perform any promiſes, or 
fulfil any compacts or engagements, when he ſhall 
think it expedient to violate them ? What are 
truth and fidelity, honour and honeſty, friendſhip, 
patriotiſm and philanthropy ? but empty boaſts 
of hypocriſy, when unconnected with religion ? 
Theſe noble virtues can find no ſure footing, on 
any other ground beſides piety and faith in God. 
They cannot flouriſh in the ſoil of irreligion, 
nor be cultivated to advantage, in the fields of 
atheiſm and infidelity. But to diſmiſs this topic, 
proceed to obſerve, That, | 
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Wr are in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of ag 
great civil and political bleſſings, as have ever 

allen to the lot of the moſt favoured people on 
earth. The civil conſtitutions of government 
under which we live, are poized, in an even bal. 
ance, between the extremes of arbitrary power and 
deſpotiſm, on the one hand, and of anarchy and 
unreſtrained licentiouſneſs, on the other ; and are 
evidently founded on as broad a baſis of liberty, 
as can conſiſt with the end and deſign of ſocial 
compacts. No reſtraints are laid upon any, but 
what, upon clear evidence, are deemed neceſſary 
for the good of the whole. And ample proviſion 
is made for the protection and ſecurity of every 
man's perſon and property 2 abuſes and 
violences, and all kinds of aſſault or proveable 
injury. So that every good citizen may avail him 
ſelf of the profits of his own induſtry and œcono- 
my, and may /et down under his own vine and fig 
tree and have none io make him afraid. And perhaps 
there is no other country upon the face of the 

lobe, where people of all claſſes and of every 

oneſt profeſſion, are fayoured with equal advan. 
tages for procuring a comfortable living and 
making a decent and reputable appearance among 
their brethren, or where the means and materials 
of temporal proſperity and felicity, are PROM ſo 
generally within the reach, not only of thoſe, who 
— the aſſiſtance of rich patrimonies, but of thoſe 
alſo, who have nothing elſe to depend upon, under 
providence, but their own hands, ingenuity and 
good behaviour. 


Ir is not my deſign, in this diſcourſe, to enter 
into a detail of the excellencies of the civil con- 
ſtitutions of theſe ſtates, or of the federal govern- 
ment, which combines them in one grand repub- 
lic. On ſimilar occaſions to this, I have, in _ 
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5. expreſſed a few general ideas, on theſe points. 


would only obſerve, at preſent, that, in con for- 
mity to the principle, that all men are born free 
and equal, the conſtituted authorities, both of 
the national and ſtate governments, owe theit 
being and exiſtence, not to any imagined: heredi- 
tary right, nor to any uſurped or ſelf-created 
powers, but to the free ſuffrages of the people, by 
whom they are appointed, during good behaviour, 
or only for a ſhort and definite term, at the expi- 
ration of which, the officers of government return 
to private ſtations, toꝰ ſhare with their fellow- 
citizens, in the conſequences of their conduct, 
while'in office. But, | 2 


Turk can be no greater evidence of the excel- 
lence of our civil conſtitutions and wiſdom of their 


adminiſtration, than that general proſperity, which 
prevails through the land, at the preſent day which 
taking its riſe from the late grand revolution, 
whercby we are placed in an honourable rank 
among the nations of the earth, has been continu- 
ally increaſing, eſpecially ever fince the adoption 


of that national compact, which unites thele ſtates 


under one general government. 


Ir we may judge from appearances, and obvious 
matters of fact, a TN degree of proſperity and 
more 


* 


Though the clergy are often cenſured for expreſſing 
their thoughts on civil and political ſubjects, by thoſe, 
who probably would not chuſe to be confidered as 
enemies to equal liberty; yet, as the queſtion remains 
undecided, Eto what profeſſion or profeſſions 7 men the ex- 

eluſive right of ſpeaking or writing on fuch ſubjeRs belongs, 
the author conſiders himſelf as entitled to the ſame 

Privilege, in this reſpedt, which is claimed by his fel- 

w-citizens of all other occupations and employments 3 
and in the uſe of it, on proper occaſions, he has had no 
deſign to encroach on the prerogative of other orders. 

3 


* 
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more happy circumſtances, were never realized 
by the people of this country, than ſince the 
eſtabliſhment of the aforeſaid! uniting compact, 
And as there is no diſputing againſt experience, 
this is an invincible evidence, that the federal 
government is ſo formed, as to be excellently 
adapted to. diffuſe bleſſings among all deſcriptions 
of people throughout the union. We have there. 
fore abundant reaſon to give thanks to the Supreme 
Ruler, who has the hearts of all men in his hands; 
that he bath been pleaſed to diſpoſe theſe 
Nates, notwithſtanding their! different biaſſes and 
ſeemingly. interfering intereſts, to bind theraſelvyes 
together by the bands of fraternity under a federal 
conſtitution, which hath hitherto been ſo bene- 
ficial in it's operation and effects, and which there 
is. reaſon to believe, will continue to be a ſource 
of bleſſings, if it's happy tendency be not counter- 
_ and defeated by folly and obſtinate perverſe- 
4 f 


Axp in order to raiſe our gratitude the higher, 
and inſpire it with additional fervours, let us ever 
bear it in memory, that our preſent happy circum- 
ſtances, under the enjoyment of every bleſſing 
requiſite to promote our welfare in time and 
throughout eternity, are owing to many remark- 
able interpoſitions of providence- in our favour, 
and in favour of our anceſtors, in times paſt. Our 
- forefathers, who.. firſt adventured- into America, 
which, at the time of their arrival, was a:dreary 
wilderneſs, inhabited by ſavage barbarians, were 
few in number; and ſuch were the hazards and 
difficulties, which they had to encounter, for many 
years, that had not the Lord God Omnipgtent 
fortified their minds. with an invincible love of 
Iiberty, and with equally ſtrong reſolutions to 
maintain and ſupport it, and protected them by 

| 8 is 
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his mighty power in the moſt perilous, circum- 


ſtances, and, by extraordinary influences and aids, 


enabled them to outbrave the moſt alarming dan- 
gers, and to ſurmount obſtacles to human appear- 


ance unſurmountable, they never could have carried 


their noble enterprize into execution, nor have 
long preſerved a ſettlement in this country; much 
leſs have tranſmitted to their poſterity, as a ſecure 
inheritance, the bleſſings of freedom with ſuch an 
extenſive territory, in this ' weſtern world, as we 

w poſſeſs. The hiſtory of their adventures fur- 
niſhes innumerable inſtances, wherein God was 


_ Pleaſed, by a mighty hand and outſtretched arm, 


to interpoſe for defeating the miſchievous devices 


of powerful enemies, for mY them in diſtrefles 


and troubles, and extricating them from dangers 
and perplexitics, and affords the cleareſt conviction, 
that their preſervation, proſperity and {ſwift pro- 

reſſive increaſe, until they became a numerous 


people, and extended their ſettlements far and 


wide, are to be aſcribed to a providence diſtin- 
guiſhingly auſpicious, and, in in ſome reſpects, 
next to miraculous, From {ſmall beginnings, like 
Elijah's cloud, which at its firſt appearance was 
like a man's hand, in the courſe of a little more 
than a century and an half, hy a very rapid popu- 
lation, notwithſtanding the difficulties wherewith 
we have been embarrailed, we are become a great 
nation, and have ſpread ourſelves over a large 
tract of this weſtern hemiſphere, as at this day. 
- — But * 


Turgzr is no need to have recourſe to hiſtory, 
to convince us of the extraordinaty goodneſs of 
God towards this land ; for we ourſelves are able 
to ſay, from happy experience, The Lord hath 
done great things for us, wheresf we are glad. 
Many are the bleſſings, which we have derived 


from the benevolent care, pains and aſs" 
an 
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and the enterprizing toils and labours of our 
worthy progenitors ; for which we owe grateful 
acknowledgements to the original Source of 
all good, whoſe loving kindnefs is generally 
communicated through the inſtrumentality of 
ſubordinate agents, whom he employs to pro- 
mote the noble deſigns of his benevolence and 
free grace. Our continuance in the enjoyment 
of theſe bleſſings, with the ſuperaddition of 
many others, is owing to ſignal gracious appear. 
ances of providence, in favour of us and our coun. 
try, of which we have had experimental evidence, 
in our day ; and which therefore do eſpecially 
demand our thankful homages, on ſuch anniver- 
{aries as this. | | 


. 


Tur preſent age will be celebrated in the annals 
of America, on account of the late memorable 
revolution, and the extraordinary ſucceſs, which 
crowned the American arms in the late war, in 
which the friends of liberty and their country 
were pbliged to engage, againſt the unreaſonable 
hoſtile aggreſſions of thoſe, who roſe up againſt us, 
and came, ſword in hand, to caſt us out of the 
poſſeſſions, which God had given us to inherit, 
or to compel us to accept the tenure on condition 
of the moſt inglorious and humilating ſervitude, 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lord God of hoſts, 
who was pleaſed to cruſh the hoſtile machinations 
of our enemies into abortion, and to crown the 
noble exertions of the brave ſons of America, 
in vind.cation and defence of thoſe fundamental 
and eſſential rights of man, which were charter- 
ec to us in the conſtitution of our nature, with 
triumphant ſucceſs. In the trying ſcenes juſt 
mentioned, which but a few years ago were 
ſerious - realities, your grateful hearts and reten- 
tive memories, I doubt not, can readily recollect 
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a great variety of particular merciful interpoſiz 
tions of providence, to which we are indebted 
for our independence ; for our national honour, 
happirſeſs and proſperity, and for all the bleſſings 
connected. therewith, enjoyed by the public or 
ſhared among, individuals. Time would fail me 
to enumerate particulars ; I therefore refer thent 
to your private thankful” recognitions, and pro- 
ceed to obſerve, agreeable to the ſpecial. deſign of 
the preſent ſolemnity. That, | 


Ir behoves us, this day, with grateful ſouls, 
ee cad" to celebrate the goodneſs of God, for 
engthning out our tranquility another year, while 
Europe has been deigel in the blood of war; and 
for continuing us in the quiet and peaccable en- 
joyment of the bleſſings and proſperous circum- 
ſtances above. deſcribed, in connection with an 
uncalculable variety of private, perſonal and do- 
meſtic comforts and mercies. ; notwithſtanding 
we have been ſhametully deficient in ſuitable re- 
turns of gratitude and obedience ; and notwith. 
ſtanding the reſtleſs ehdeavours of ſome inimical 
characters, to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord and divifion 
through the continent, and difturb the public 
tranquility. And the rather ought we this day to 
recognize the goodneſs of divine providence in 
prolonging our peace and proſperity, when we 
conſider how greatly the public mind has been 
agitated, and how much our national. councils 
have been divided, upon a queſtion of the greateſt 
and moſt ſerious magnitude; * which involved 
in it our national honour, dignity and felicity, and 
of conſequence the welfare of each individual; 
and upon the deciſion of which, the fate of the 
conſtitution of theſe ſtates ſeemed very much to 

* depend. 


he Alluding to the diſputes relative to the Britiſh treaty, 


EN 


depend. The grand queſtion has been decided; 
and though the deciſion be not agreeable to the 
ſentiments of ſome, who may wiſh that it had been 
different, yet it has certainly preſerved the federal 
government inviolate, and probably prevented a 
rupture with Britain; though a few ill-augurit 

prognoſticators ſuppoſe that it will provoke the 
reſentments of the French republic, and involve 
us in greater evils from that quarter. Time 
will foon ſatisfy us upon this point ; and enable 
us to decide, by the evidence of experience, whe- 
ther there be any foreign powers, actuated by ſuch 
a prevalent wiſh, to interpoſe a dictatorial con- 
trout over us, as to take umbrage, when, under 
the unawed and free guidance of our own wiſdom 
and diſcretion, we exerciſe the treaty-making au- 
thority, and other prerogatives of ſovereignty 
which are eſſential rights of every independent 
Nation. 
Ir has been the infelicity of America, ever ſince 
the commencement of the preſent hoſtile conteſts 
in Europe, to have a warm and active party in the 
country, who have been aſſiduous in their endea- 
vours, from ſome motive or other, to entangle 
theſe ſtates with European politics, and to perſuade | 
or oblige them to enter into the war, profecuted by 


the belligerent powers, on the other ſide of the 
Atlantic. * 


2 Upon what grounds any perfons ſuffer their minds to 
entertain ſuch gloomy preſages, it is diffieult to ſay 3 
unleſs they ſuppoſe there are, among ourſelves, incen- 
diaries at work, who will finally ſucceed in their miſ- 

chie vous endeavours, by calumnies, miſrepreſentations 
and falſhoods, to burſt the bands of amity between 
France and America, and inkindle the flames of hoſtile 
animoſity between the two republics. This is poflible z 
but I conceive, too improbable, at preſent, to be the 
object of anxious ill-boding apprehenſion ; becauſe, I 
preſume that ſach evil workers (if any ſuch there art) 
will not be able to baille the wiſdom of the two nations. 
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Atlantic. To this- end, this reſtleſs party have 
conftantly urged ſuch meaſures, in reference to the 
affairs of our French allies, (who, in conſequence 
of breaking from their necks, the yoke of tyranny 
and deſpotiſm, have been and ſtill are involved itt 
the hazardous ſcenes of war with 1 

nations; and to whom; meaning the French na- 
tion, we moſt ardently wiſh ſucceſs, in all their 
laudable exertions for liberty and the firm eſtab- 
liſnment of a fre government) as being incom- 
patible wich a neutral poſition,“ muſt have been 
conſidered by the combined powers, as hoſtile to- 
wards them, and provoked them N 2 


into hoſtilities —__ us. The ſame party, wit 
a view to the ſame end, have taken unwearied* 
— to precipitage us intq a war with Great- 
ritain, on account of injuries, which, it was ſtip 
poſed, our national dignity required us to ave 2 
immediately, at the point of the ſword, withoar 


attempting any other mode of redreſs. But, 


Up Gov, the Supreme Diſpoſer, their miſ- 
chievous efforts have hitherto been defeated and 
fruſtrated, by the prudence and vigilant wiſdom 
of our worthy Preſident; who, in the exerciſe- of 
the authority veſted in him by the conſtitution, 
and in purſuance of our ſolemnly avowed deter- 
mination, contained in our declaration of inde. 
pendence; to “ hold all mankind, as enemies, in 
war; in peace, friends; has ordered a ſtrict 
neutrality towards the warring nations in Europe, 


and made uſe of pacific negotiation, where the 


caſe required it; having too much good ſenſe to 

be impoſed upon, and too much virtue and forti- 

tude to be drawn aſide from the line of rectitude 

| | 1 and 

The faith of treaties, it is ſuppoſed, did not oblige us to 
take a different pofition, or to take an active part in 
We wars of France, * 


Vee) 


and neutral policy, by the intrigues of foreign. mia 
niſters, or the inſidious ſophiſtry and alarming 
declamations of their venal ſycophants. As an 
inſtrument, in the hands of providence, of pro- 
tracting our tranquility, and promoting our nati- 
onal dignity and proſperity, ever fince he has been 
placed at the head of the national government, he 
is deſerving of eſteem and honour; as well as for 
the important ſervices, which he was enabled to 
render to his country, inthe late war, in which he 
magnanimouſly commanded our armies, and led 
them on to victory and triumph, even beyond our 
\, moſt ſanguine expectations; like. Joſhua of old, 
the heroic general of the armies of Iſrael, in the 
*Conqueſt of Canaan, is 


' , Sow. indeed-ſeem loth to beſtow upon our be- 
Joved Preſident deſerved praiſe, for his patriotic 
deeds, and noble exertions for the emancipation 
of his country, and its elevation to its preſent glo- 
rious. ſtate of freedom and independence ; being 
rather diſpoſed to detract from his merits, .* 
load him with abuſive flander. But it is for his 
honour, that his vilifiers and calumniators gene- 
= Tally chuſe to keep out of ſight, and to lie con- 
| cealed behind the preſs, from whence, under ſome 
| fictitious ſignatures, they ſhoot their poiſoned ar- 
| row's in the dark; as if they were conſcious, that 
by ſhewing themſelves, they ſhould ſink before the 
character which they attack, and become inviſible, 
like the twinkling ſtars, in the meridian blaze of 
the ſun. This hidden way of traducing and be- 
ſpattering the character of the illuſtrious Waſh= 
ington, bears great reſemblance to the Indian way 
of buſh-fighting, when inviſible ſavages, concealed 
in thickets, like timid poltroons, afraid to appear 
in the open field, diſcharge their lead undiſcover- 
ed; which mode of fighting is commonly con- 
8 ped care gay 
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ſidered by brave and generous ſpirits, as ſneak 
ing and daſtardly, and an evident mark of cow- 
ardice. It is true, the indian ſavage, while he lies 
concealed andout of danger himſelf, may diſcharge 
his lead with fatal ſucceſs againſt the life which 
he means to deſtroy ; but the inviſible ſhafts of 
ſkulking envy and detraction, which have been 
hurled at our American hero, have failed of exe- 
cution. His character is invulnerable by ſuch 
weapons ; and will undoubtedly be tranſmitted 
with honour, and applauſe to the lateſt poſterity, 
while his enemies are forgotten. Fortified by 
conſcious integrity, ſuch a noble character will 
admit a pertinent application of the following 
lines of the poet, viz. 


& Taz man reſolv'd and ſteady to his truſt, 

% Inflexible to ill and obſtinately juſt, | 

&« May the rude rabble's inſolence deſpiſe, 

© Their ſenſeleſs clamours and tumultuous cries, 

« The tyrant's fierceneſs he beguiles ; 

« And the ſtern brow and harſh voice defies ; 

% And with ſuperior greatneſs ſmiles. | 
« Should the whole frame of nature round him break, 
In ruin and confuſion hurl'd, "4 

% He undiſmay'd might hear the mighty crack, 

« And ſtand ſecure amidſt a falling world.” 


Troven the late reſignation of this great and 


good man, or his declared intention to retire from 


public buſineſs to private life, has not met the 
wiſhes of the generality of his fellow-citizens, 
who would have been glad to continue him in the 
preſidency, by giving him their ſuffrages, once 
more, at leaſt ; yet, with all the ſenſibility of af- 
fectionate grief, they acquieſce. And conſidering 
how many years, he has acquitted himſelf with 
dignity and honour, in the moſt exalted, danger- 
ous and difficult ſtations, and what immortal fame 
and glory he hath atchie ved by his virtuous and 
TORT D noble 
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noble deeds, he will retire from office, loaded with 
the benedictions of his fellow-patriots, and amidſt 
reſounding applauſes from all quarters of a grate- 
ful country. And in the advancing eve of life, 
we doubt but he will experience the moſt animat- 
ing ſupports and conſolations, ariſing from pleaſ- 
ing reflections on virtuous intentions and worthy 
actions, and from an aſſured joyful expectation of 
that final plaudit from the Sovereign Lord and 
Judge of all the earth, Well done, good and faith- 
ful jervant. 


Axp now, my hearers, when we review our 
happy circumſtances, and conſider how highly 
favoured and privileged we are, as a people ; with 
what propriety may we adopt and apply the lan- 
guage of the text, and fay, Happy is that people, 
that is in ſuch a caſe, in ſuch a proſperous con- 
dition; yea, happy is that people whoſe Ged is the 
Lord, who are objects of the ſpecial care and pa- 
tronage of the Omnipotent Jehovah, whoſe all 
governing providence is conſtantly employed to 
promote their welfare, and crown their lives with 
Joy and felicity. 5 


Harl fortunate America ! the diſtinguiſhed 
favourite of Heaven! Who is like unto iber, O 
people, Javed of the Lord, the ſhield: of thy belp 
aud ſword of thy excellency ; who hath, in former 
times, rode upon the heavens for thy help and in his 
excellency on the ſkies ; and whole almighty pa- 
. tronage 75 /hy preſent refuge ; who hath carried 
the counſels of thine enemies headlong, and diſap- 
pointed their menacing predictions, ſo that they 
bade hitherto been, and we truſt ever i be found 
. diars unto thee ! With the warmeſt ſenſations of 
the moſt benevolent and friendly attachment, let 
me mingle joys with yours, on account of the 

| unſurpalicd, 
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unſurpaſſed, and I believe unequalled felicity of 
your ſituation and cirenmſtances. With what 
emotions of lively joy may I felicitate my coun< 
trymen, if they know their own good, and have 
wiſdom and virtue to improve aright their ad- 
vantages. But alas | 10 
« Look round the habitable world, how few 
« Know their own good, or knowing it purſue. 

I canxor but nouriſh the flattering hope that 
the people of theſe ſtates will take care not to in- 
cur the cenſure contained in theſe two lines, or to 
make the obſervation of the poet applicable to 
themſelves, by neglecting or abuling their privi- 
leges and bleſſings. 


Ir all claſſes of people throughout the union, 
would cultivate the diſpoiitions of friendihip and 
harmony, and apply themſelves diligently to the 
practice of all civil and ſocial, moral and chriſtian 
duties, endeavouring uniformly to fulfil every 
obligation of religion and rectitude, and to make 
a wiſe improvement of the means, which pro- 
vidence has put into their hands, for promoting 
the happineſs and beſt intereſt of human nature, 
what a paradiſaie ſcene would open upon us! and 
what reaſon ſhould we have to exult in the plea- 
ling proſpect, that under the continued ſmiles of 
the ſame propitious providence, which hath hi- 
therto befriended us, our country will become 
more and more illuſtrious, increafe in fame and 
renown, grow in celebrity, as a ſeat of ſcience, and 
glorious theatre of arts, cloquence, philoſophy, re- 
ligion and liberty, and as a fafe aſylum for the diſ- 
treſſed and oppreſſed of the human race, in other 
quarters of the globe, while its numerous innabl- 
tants continue to rejoice in the uninterrupted fru- 
ition of every delight and comfort that this world 
can afford, or that the conſtitution of things in the 
preſent tranſitory ſtate, will admit [ r 
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Soctrrixs, communities, nations, conſidered 
collectively, as public bodies, exiſt only in this 
world. In reference to ſuch bodies of men, this 
world therefore may be conſidered, as a ſtate of 
retribution, as well as probation. The general pre- 
valency of piety and virtue, in principle and prac- 
tice, directly conduces to public proſperity and 
the happineſs of a people. Righteouſneſs exalteth 
a nation. On the contrary, a general contempt. of 
religion and rectitude, accompanied with a gene- 
ral depravity and profligacy of manners, is not 
only incofiſtent with the pyblic good, but tends 
directly to involve a community in troubles, miſe- 


ries and misfortunes, and finally to plunge them 


into ruin. And, for the reaſon abovementioned, 
as well as from obſervation, there is ground to 
believe, that the providence of God is wont to 
accommodate itſelf to the general ſtate of ſocieties 
and communities, as to religion and morals, crown» 
ing them with public proſperity, or viſiting them 


with public calamities, according as piety and vir- 


tue, or impiety and vice, have a greater or leſs 
predominancy among them. But, . 


In regard to individuals the adminiſtrations of 
providence are often very promiſcuous, For, as 
Solomon obſerves, All things come alike to all ; there 
7s one event tothe righteous and lo the wicked ; and 
no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is 
before him. No man can certainly decide, from 
his external circumſtances in this world, whether 
his moral character be amiable or odious, in the 
ſight of God. For this world is not deſigned, ay 
a ſtate of uniform and compleat retribution to 
individuals; but, as the moſt awful punifhments 
of the wicked are reſerved in ſtore for them, in 
the world to come; ſo the principal rewards of the 
righteous are on high, in the regions of immortality. 
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Vixruꝛ indeed is the beſt choice upon the whole, 


if we confine our views to this life only; but not 
having time at preſent, to proſecute this argument 
(which I have often heretofore endeavoured to 
urge, in it's full force) I would only obſerve, that, 
conſidering the preſent ſtate of human nature, a 

the ſtate of the world in which we live, it may 
always be expected, that there will be a diverſizy 
in the private circumſtances of individuals, under 
the enjoyment of the greateſt public bleſſings. 
This diverſity, under the ſuperintendence of pro- 
vidence, ariſes from various cauſes ; ſome volun- 
tary, being owing to men's free choice ; others 
beyond the foreſight and above the controul of 
human wiſdom and power. By indolence or miſ- 


management, by imprudence, fooliſh indulgences, 


or vicious purſuits, ſome are the blameable authors 
of the greateſt ſorrows and troubles which fall to 
their ſhare in life. But misfortunes and afflictions, 
it is alſo obvious, are often to be aſcribed to cauſes, 


for which the ſufferers are no ways culpable ; ſuch 


are loſſes by fire, by ſtorms, hurricanes, and other 
diſaſtrous accidents, againſt which no man is able 
abſolutely to guard himſelf; ſuch are alſo thoſe 
ſufferings and interruptions of enjoyment, which 


are owing to the ſecret miſchievous devices of 


cunning, or to the open violence of powerful ene- 
mies; to the diſſimulation or treachery of ſuppoſed 
friends; to the want of honeſty, punctuality or 
fidelity, in thoſe with whom we are connected or 
concerned; to the failure of debtors, &c. &c. 


Tarr is no certainty in the affairs of men; nor 
are there any fixed principles known, upon which 
we can infallibly calculate the events that await 
any one, in the courſe of human life. For as the 
above- named royal preacher obſerves, The race 1s 


294 to the fwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, neither 
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vet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men under- 
flanding, nor yet favour to men of till, but lime and 


chance happeneth to them all. By an uncommon 


ſeries of unfavourable events, ſome are purſued 
with misfortunes, while unuſual proſperity is the 
portion of others. Indigence, poverty and obſcu. 
rity are the lot of ſome, while others are in afflu- 
ence, and figure in conſpicuous ſtations, and in all 
the parades of life, Some, being favoured with 
better means and reſources of ſupplies, fare ſump- 
tuoufly every day, while others find it difficult to 


"procure a bare competence. The joys of ſome are 


daſhed with a much greater intermixture of ſor- 
Tow, than falls to the ſhare of others. While ſome 
families are bleſſed with health and every domeſtic 
comfort, the melancholy ſound of grief and woe, 
diſeaſe and death, is heard in others. Among us, 
in the courſe of the laſt year, eſpecially in the for- 
mer part of it, ſeveral families were viſited with 
mortal ſickneſs, while others, and by far the greateſt 
Proportion, have been exempt from ſich a ſore 
calamity. Altho' we have often been called to the 
houſe of mourning, and inſtances of mortality, 
ſince the laſt anni verſary of this kind, have been 
more than double, yea almoſt treble to what they 
were the preceding year, amounting to twenty- 
nine“ in number; yet people in general have 
enjoyed good health, and, free from bodily pains 
and diſtreſſes, have been preſerved in the full and 
free excrcile of the faculties of a ſound body and 
a ſound mind, and in the unimpaired uſe of 
every capacity of enjoyment. And I believe 
there is not one, now preſent, however ineligible 
his circumſtances may be, compared with the 
circumſtances of many others around him, but 
will acknowledge, that he has, in innumerable 
inſtances, 


*The annnal average of deaths in Billerica, for twelve 
years paſt, is about eighteen, 


(6e 


inſtances, experienced the loving- kindneſs of the 
Lord. Even thoſe, who have been moſt afflicted; 
whoſe cup has been deeply impregnated with 
wormwood and gall ; if they will turn their 
eyes from the dark to the bright tide of Provi- 
dence, will ſee that the moſt gloomy ſcenes, thro? 


which they have paſſed, have been brightned by 


many rays of divine goodneſs, which have ſhone 
through them, and be convinced that the mer- 
cies which God has beſtowed on them, are an 
overbalance for all their griefs and forrows. I. 
reſume therefore, whatever diverſity there may 
hy been, or ſtill may be, in our private circum- 
ſtances, yet we can all join, with cheerful hearts, 
in the thankigivings of this day; unleſs perhaps 
there are ſome, ſo void of grateful feelings, as to 
be reſolved to pay no tribute of praiſe to their 
Creator and Preſerver, until he will allow them 
to preſcribe rules to his Providence, and conde- 
ſcend to gratify all their unreaſonable wiſhes. 


Ir it becomes us to rejo:ce even in tribulation, and 
to give thanks to God, altho* the fig-tree ſhould not 
bloſſom, nor ſhould there be fruit in the dine; altho” 
the labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the fields ſhould 
wield us meat; although the flocks ſhould be cut off 
from the fold, and there ſhould be no herd in the flall ; 
if under ſuch diſagreeable and ſorrou ful circum- 
ſtances, it would become us to rejoice in the Lord, 
wich thankſgiving, under a full perſuaſion of his 
parental regards ; how much more does it behove 
us to rejoice and ſing praiſes, when God is ſhow-= 
ering down upon us an immenſe variety of public 
and private bleſſings; when the earth yields her 
increaſe in abundance, and fills our garners with 
all manner of ſtore; when peace and plenty 
{mile and dance around us, and both temporal 


and eternal felicity are offering themſelves to our 


acceptance and even courting our embraces? 
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"Let us, my hearers, always cultivate and en- 
deavour to preſerve in our minds, a lively ſenſe 
of gratitude to God, and make it our ſerious en- 


quiry, what we ſhall render to him for all his 


benefits, whether public or private, ordering 

our converſation accordingly ; that our days of 

tranquility and proſperity may be prolonged, and 

we ſtill rejoice in the light of his countenance, and 

be plad in his ſalvation. And conſidering that a 

pious and virtuous life is the beſt teſtimony and 

only ſure evidence of a grateful heart, and the moſt 

effectual method to ſecure the future ſmiles of 
Heaven upon us, /et us fear God and keep his com- 

mandments,and endeavour always to order our con- 

verſation aright before him. Let us, while we grate- 

fully aſcribe our happy circumſtances to his bene- 

ficent providence, take care to improve his good- 

neſs as an animating motive of cheerful obedience 
to his will, in all inſtances wherein we are made 

acquainted with it, either by the light of nature 
or revelation. Let us take heed to our ſteps, and 
beware of abuſing the goodneſs of God by pervert- 
ing his bleſſings and bounties to the purpoſes of 
Iicenciouſneſs and riot, leſt we ſhould rouſe his 
reſentments, and provoke him to withdraw his 
favours and mercies, that by the want of them, we 
may be ſadly convinced of their worth and im- 
portance. 


WurIx we cautiouſly guard againſt the opera- 
tions of pride and malevolence, of envy and a fact- 
ious temper, let us cultivate the diſpoſitions of 
piety and benevolence, of humility and meckneſs, 
and demean ourſelves in ſuch a manner, as may 


at once meet the approbation of our common Pa- 


rent in heaven, and procure mutual gratulations 
from each other, by rendring us mutual benefact- 


ors in our ſeveral ſtations and ſpheres of r 


(33) 


And as we wiſh for the peace and good order of 
ſociety, and for the preſervation of public happi- 
neſs and tranquility, let us be particularly on our 
guard a gainſt the deluſive arts of thoſe uneaſy diſ- 
contented ſelf-applauders, who, in order to render 
themſelves conſpicuous and worm themſelves intq 
office, are perpetually ſpeaking evil of dignities and 
criminating public meafures ; and, if they cannot 
obtain that rank in the ſcale of promotion, which 
they ſuppoſe they deſerve, ceaſe not to employ- 
their influence, as far as in them lies, by every ſpe. 
cies of calumny and political lying, to poiſon the 
public mind, and excite jealouſies againſt the 
moſt worthy characters, that are, by the free elect- 
ion of the * entruſted with the reins of go- 
vernment and management of public affairs. 
While we take care to behave in ſuch a manner 
ourſelves, that it would be a falſe aſperſion and 
abuſive ſlander, for any one to apply the above 
deſcription to us, let us take heed that we be not 
impoſed upon by thoſe whom the deſcription fits. 
Let us never lend a credulous ear to the denunci- 
ations of the court of ſcanda!, whether levelled 
againſt men in office or againſt private citizens, 
nor ſufter our minds to be 10 contaminated (or if 
I may be permitted to coin a new word, ſo yellow 
jaundiced) with evil ſurmiſes, as to be ready, 
always, to take the ill-natured fide of a queſtion, 
when judging of men or their actions ; but under 
the influence of the peaceable and gentle ſpirit of 
the goſpel, and of thoſe diſpoſitions of candor and 
charity which are the brighteſt ornaments of chriſ- 
tians, let us always attend to the offices of kind- 
neſs, friendſhip and generous benevolence, and 
ſtudy to promote the happineſs of others and our | 
own; that we, together with our connections and | 
acquaintance, may improve, each one his own 
Joys, by a — RET in the joys of cach _ 
| and 


LS ——_ att - — 


; 
N 


— 
5 ——— 


. —  _ ———— — 


. E 


and with an heightned reliſh partake of thoſe 
bleſſings and delights of ſociety and friendly union, 
in the enjoyment whereof conſiſts the greateſt 
happineſs of men on earth ; eſpecially when their 
minds are relieved from anxious ſolicitudes, re- 
ſpecting futurity, by the additional ſolace derived 
28 bright proſpects of ſupreme felicity, in the 
paradiſe of God, beyond the bounds of time. 


I wevTION future proſpects, becauſe perfect 
happineſs is not to be found in this world. The 
beſt condition an earth contains an intermixture 
of ſome bitter ingredients. Our grand intereſt, 
our ſupreme felicity, lies in another world; the 
contemplation of u hich, by an anticipating faith, 
ſweetens every temporal bleſſing, and affords the 
moſt reviving conſolations of life. Let us not 
then confine our regards to the fruitions of this 
tranſitory world ; but, conſidering ourſelves as 
candidates for etcinity, let us, upon the wings of 
faith, mount aloft, and look forward into future 
ſcenes beyond this mortal ſlate, and be chiefly 
ſolicitous to lay vp treaſures in heaven, and to 
ſecure a title to an incorruptible and unfading 
inheritance in the world of glory. 


The faſhion of this world is paſſing away, and 
our connection with it muſt ſhortly be diffolved. 
The important hour is every moment approach- 
ing, when we muſt bid an everlaſting adieu to 
this world, with all its enjoy ments and proſpects, 
and go forth into the world of ſpirits, from v 3 
there is no return. Under the impreſſion of theſe 
ſolemn conſiderations, u, hold faſt the profeſſion 
of our failh without Twavering, and not terminat- 
ing our zeal upon preſent objects, /eck fir the 
kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs ; that ue 
may finally be admitted to thoſe manſions 1 ag 
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which the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt hath opened 
to our view. Contemplating this bleſſed hope, 
let us, through the whole of life's pilgrimage, make 
the goſpel the guide and directory of our actions, 
that our days on earth may be crowned with peace 
and ſerenity ; and when death ſhall diſſolve theſe 
tenements of mouldering clay, and deliver our 
ſouls into the embraces of eternity, may we be 
admitted to partake of thoſe pure, exalted and 
ſublime pleaſures, which are the portion of the 
bleſt inhabitants of heaven, and which infinitely 
exceed the higheſt enjoyments and moſt happy 
circumſtances that the beſt condition on earth 
can afford. May we know by happy experience 
what theſe pleaſures are, when our days on earth 
Hall be numbered and finiſhed ; and may the cele- 
bration of the praiſes of God, the ſovereign good 
of the creation, by the happyfying exerciſes of 
contemplation and devotion, be our dignity and 
Joyful employment for ever, when time ſhall be 
ox agg up in eternity ; and let all the people 
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